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Communiqué	  for	  Revised	  Exam	  Blueprints	  

	  
Background 
The Canadian Organization of Paramedic Regulators (COPR) has been delivering entry 
to practice examinations for Primary Care Paramedics (PCP) and Advanced Care 
Paramedics (ACP) for 5 years.   
  
Earlier this year COPR undertook a process to update the Entry to Practice Examination 
blueprints. That process has now been successfully completed and exams aligning to the 
new blueprint are scheduled to begin February 2018. 
 
What is an Examination Blueprint? 
An examination blueprint is a document that specifies the proportion and number of 
questions that each examination comprises. At a minimum, it shows the total number of 
questions on the exam and the target percentage of questions coming from each topic area 
(e.g., Competency Area from the National Occupational Competency Profile [NOCP]). 
The COPR Entry to Practice Examination blueprints also show the number and 
percentage of questions targeted to different levels of cognitive complexity, from basic 
knowledge and recall to detailed scenario-based questions that require the analysis and 
synthesis of context and patient presentation.  
 
The purpose of the blueprint is to provide consistency of examination design and align 
the percentage of questions to importance for public protection. Consistency ensures that 
no test taker is advantaged or disadvantaged by taking any version of the examination and 
receive content they are uniquely familiar or unfamiliar with. Alignment means that the 
more important a topic is for safe and effective paramedic practice, the more questions 
appear about it on the examination. For example, based on the current blueprint, there are 
more questions on Assess Pulse (NOCP 4.4.a) than on Make Presentations (NOCP 1.2.d). 
 
The Importance of the Blueprint 
The new blueprints are shown below. The exam blueprints for PCP have changed 
modestly with an increased emphasis on direct clinical skills; areas four, five, and 
particularly six. In contrast, the ACP exam has seen an 11% increase in the number of 
Area 6 questions, specifically for those competencies whose performance expectations 
are unique to ACP. The ACP changes are to align the exam more tightly to ACP specific 
content, assuming that PCP-level expectations have already been met through the 
previous PCP licensing process and the years of PCP experience required before 
becoming eligible to sit the ACP exam. 
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Both blueprints saw a movement towards the higher levels of cognitive complexity 
(Critical Thinking, Application) and away from the lowest level (Knowledge). As a result 
of this change, the questions on both the PCP and ACP Examinations will test 
candidate’s ability to use the knowledge they’ve learned relative to a context or scenario 
in which these skills could realistically be utilized. 
 
Once again, the new blueprints (weightings) will be in effect as of the February 2018 
Examination administration.  
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